








NEW FAA REFORM 
ACT THE RIGHT 
SOLUTION 

Recently a bill was introduced by 
Representative Jim Ughtfoot (R-Iowa) 
which proposes to significantly re­
form the Federal Aviation Adminis­
tration. 

The bill would reestablish FAA as 
an independent federal agency and 
grant FAA significant relief from cum­
bersome government procurement 
and personnel procedures. 

"The Lightfoot Bill" incorporates 
many reforms. These reforms can fix 
may of the problems within the FAA, 
without the risk to safety and effi­
ciency which are inherent in propos­
als to corporatize the air traffic con­
trol system. 

The new Federal Aviation Admin­
istration Reform Act of 1995 should 
attract widespread industry and Con­
gressional support. 

The Act would remove FAA from 
the Department of Transportation, 
return it to its former independent 
agency status, and establish a fixed 
seven-year term for the FAA admin­
istrator. 

An 11-member Management Advi­
sory Board would be established to 
advise the administrator on manage­
ment, policy, spending, land regula­
tory matters. The board would in­
clude the secretaries of Defense and 
Transportation and balanced group 
representing all aviation interests. 

FAA would be exempt from the 
major federal procurement laws for 
five years. 

FAA's modernization program is 
the largest civilian acquisition pro­
gram in government, FAA needs fi­
nancing and procurement reforms al­
lowing it to buy the best technology 
at a reasonable price. 

The bill provides for a select panel 
of industry experts, who would sug­
gest to Congress innovative ways of 
fund existing and future aviation in­
frastructure needs. 

FAA would be granted a degree of 
freedom from Civil Service rules, giv­
ing the agency the ability to hire, as­
sign, and discipline personnel as 
needed to properly manage the air 
traffic control system. 

The reform bill also puts a time limit 

AOPANEWS 
on FAA rulemaking. Final action 
would be required within 18 months, 
insuring timely action on rules criti­
cal to aviation safety. 

The industry praises Representative 
Lightfoot for his leadership and de­
termination in crafting much-needed 
FAA reforms within government. 

As an active pilot and flight instruc­
tor, and with his experience on the 
House Appropriations transportation 
subcommittee and House Transpor­
tation and Infrastructure aviation sub­
committee, Representative Ughtfoot 
knows the changes that need to take 
place. 

FAA reform is critical to the future 
of our air transportation system. The 
industry urges Congress to give care­
ful consideration to this bill. 

AOPAMAKES 
APPEAL TO FAA 
ADMINISTRATOR 
TO RECONSIDER, 
WITHDRAW PILOT 
MEDICAL 
CERTIFICATION 
PROPOSALS 

FREDERICK, MD - AOPA presi­
dent Phil Boyer has written FAA Ad­
ministrator David Hinson to person­
ally reiterate AOPA's opposition to 
FAA's proposed sweeping revision of 
Part 67 airman medical standards. 

"Since fewer than 0.5 % of all avia­
tion accidents are related even re­
motely to predictable medical factors, 
we cannot accept that there is ad­
equate justification for such sweeping 
regulatory activity," Boyer told 
Hinson. 

"It is our contention that the exist­
ing medical standards are working, " 
said Boyer. "The incidence of in-flight 
medical incapacitation is so low as to 
fall into the category of random 
chance." 

AOPAcalled for the complete with­
drawal of the proposal in its official 
comments to the FAA rules docket 
February 21. 

"The FAR 67 review, coupled with 
the recent controversy over the 
Hoover and Bullwinke cases, has gal-

vanized the pilot community into a 
posture of opposition that is unprec­
edented," Boyer told Hinson. 

Boyer cited current efforts in Con­
gress to reduce the level of burden­
some federal regulation. "We find it 
incomprehensible that FAA could is­
sue a set of regulations that fly in the 
face of this public sentiment." 

AOPA said it doubted the adequacy 
of FAA's compliance with President 
Clinton's Executive Order 12866 for 
the cost-benefit justification of new 
federal regulations. 

Boyer said FAA is greatly exceed­
ing its authority granted by the Fed­
eral Avia tion Act of 1958 to determine 
that a pilot is "physically able" to per­
form the duties of a pilot. 

"In this proposal, the Federal Air 
Surgeon has clearly departed from the 
realm of health screening and is delv­
ing deeply into the areas of predictive 
and preventive medicine." 

AOPA said the sweeping revision 
of Part 67 medical standards should 
be withdrawn, and that medical is­
sues "that will have a genuinely posi­
tive impact on ... air safety" should be 
dealt with in individual rulemaking 
activities. 

" AOPA urges FAA to withdraw this 
sweeping proposal," Boyer con­
cluded. 

With more than 335,000 members, 
more than one-half of all licensed pi­
lots are members of AOPA. Literally 
thousands of pilots submitted com­
ments to the FAA docket on the 
sweeping medical certification 
changes. 

TRAINING VIDEOS 
AVAILABLE 

Attention Pilot Groups and Airport 
Managers, a new training video is 
available for AOPA on piloting tech­
niques to help reduce noise. Available 
for pilot training and Flying Friendly. 
Call AOPA 1-800-USA-AOPA to ar­
range for a copy of the new 1995 Fly­
ing Friendly video at no charge. 

AOPA-working together we can 
help shape the present and the future 
of general aviation. AOPA Central 
Regional Representative Bill 
Hamilton has a new area code (970) 
887-2110. Update your files! 
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HOW'S YOUR 
CROSSWIND 
LANDING , 
TECHNIQUE? 
Les B. Ellingson, Fargo FAA-FSDO 

How's your crosswind landing 
technique? A little rusty, maybe. If 
you're like most pilots, it probably is. 
Could it be that, like most of us, you 
avoid doing something that makes 
you feel uncomfortable? Maybe you 
avoid flying on days with crosswinds 
or maybe you fly mostly into large 
airports with multiple runways 
where most landings are made with­
out much crosswind. Then all of a 
sudden you fly somewhere where the 
runway is somewhat narrow, maybe 
even relatively shorter than you are 
used to. All of sudden you realize how 
rusty your crosswind technique really 
is. Maybe your CFI wasn't all that 
comfortable with crosswinds and con­
sequently never really gave you some 
workouts on bumpy, gusty, crosswind 
days. 

Your lack of experience or profi­
ciency can get you into trouble - fast. 
You may be nervous, tense or jerky 
on the controls. You may tend to ap­
proach too fast. You know, ha~ ~e 
gust factor, five knots for the kids ill 
the back, five knots for your wife or 
husband in the front seat with you. 
Before you know it you have floated 
down the runway. You may attempt 
a late go around or try to plant the 
airplane causing a porpoise or whee~­
barrow. All this due to lack of profi­
ciency or practice. 

There are two commonly used 
methods for crosswind landings. The 
crab method where you make a coor­
dinated turn into the wind and track 
the extended runway centerline. Prior 
to touchdown, lower the wing into the 
wind and use enough opposite rud­
der to track the runway centerline. 
This is also sometimes called the crab 
slip method. Now here is where 
trouble often starts. There is a ten­
dency for many pilots to relax the ai­
leron that was held into the wind af­
ter touchdown, thereby allowing the 
aircraft to drift off the centerline. Not 
a big deal on a wide runway, but on a 
narrow runwa'y you could run off the 
edge losing directional controL The 
other commonly used technique is to 



slip down final using enough sideslip 
to counteract the wind. In other 
words-lower the wing into the wind 
and use opposite rudder to keep the 
nose from following the low wing. 
The object is to touch down with the 
aircraft pointing as well as tracking 
down the runway centerline. Which 
method do you prefer? 

Don't forget to check your Pilots 
Operating Handbook (POH) for rec­
ommended techniques, use of flaps, 
and crosswind component above 
which you are a test pilot. 

A good crosswind landing, as with 
any landing, starts with a properly 
flown pattern. If on downwind you 
notice yourself drifting toward the 
runway, realize that on base you will 
have a tailwind and may overshoot 
the final. This may cause you to 
tighten the turn to final and could set 
you up for a skidding turn to final 
possibly resulting in a low altitude 
stall/ spin. 

You may find it advisable to fly a 
slightly wider downwind in this case. 

As with any skill, to become profi­
cient and remain so is practice, prac­
tice, practice! 

The next time you fly, purposely 
end the flight with 2 or 3 crosswind 
take-offs and landing, or better yet, 
make a special effort to just get in a 
practice session. 

PAM A NEWS 
Jelt Faught 

I want to thank everyone who at­
tended our Upper Midwest Aviation 
Symposium for your support of a suc­
cessful convention and for your sup­
flQrt of aviation in North Dakota. 

Congratulations are in order for 
Michael Przybilla of Hettinger, NO for 
being chosen as the 17th Annual 
North Dakota Aviation Maintenance 
Safety Award recipient for the past 
year. Michael is employed by Air Da­
kota Flite of Hettinger. The award is 
based upon a significant contribution 
to safety and professionalism in avia­
tion maintenance. 

If you have an aviation technician 
in mind, please fill out an application 
for that person. If you have any ques­
tions about the award, contact me or 
one of the other PAMA board mem­
bers. 

FROM THE 
GRAND FORKS 
AFSS 
Joe H. Morgan, Jr. 

We would like to take this oppor­
tunity to introduce to you our new Air 
Traffic Manager, Mr. Richard E. 
Coughlin and his wife, Celia Rea, who 
arrived in Grand Forks on April 16, 
1995. Dick was born and raised in 
Boston. He joined the United States 
Air Force in 1954, where he worked 
as a long range radar controller. After 
serving 21 years and obtaining the 
rank of Master Sergeant, Dick retired 
from the military in 1975. He was 
hired by the Federal Aviation Admin­
istration in 1980 as an Air Traffic Con­
troller at the Elkins, WV, Flight Ser­
vice Station. Since then he has worked 
at several facilities and held a variety 
of positions, some of which include; 
Quality Assurance and Training Spe­
cialist, Area Supervisor and Assistant 
Manager for Programs and Training. 
Just prior to moving to Grand Forks, 
he was the Manager of the Flight Ser­
vice Training branch at the FAA's 
Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

In his leisure time he enjoys travel­
ing with his wife, studying history, 
doing genealogical research and 
watching sports. Dick and his family 
have also been very active in the Boy 
Scouts of America where he has held 
a variety of District and Council po­
sitions. Dick's most recent position 

with the Boy Scouts of America was 
the International Representative for 
the Last Frontier Council in Okla­
homa City, Oklahoma. Dick would 
like to keep the lines of communica­
tion open and continue providing the 
best possible service to the pilots of 
North Dakota. If you are in the area, 
feel free to stop in and say Hi! 

Camping with 
UND Aerospace 

The University of North Dakota is 
sponsoring the 12th annual UNO In­
ternational Aerospace Camp for 14-
16-year-old students July 9-19 and 
July 23-Aug. 2. The nine-day camp­
ing adventure will give students first­
hand experiences in many aspects of 
the industry, including flights in five 
different aircraft: a helicopter, aero­
batic airplane, Single-engine trainer, 
hot air balloon, and commercial jet. 
For more information, contact Ken 
Polovitz at (800) 258-1525. 

• , 
I 
I 

,-------------------------, 
I NDPA Membership/Renewal for 1995-1996 I 
I _Yes, I'm renewing my NOPAmembership for 1995-1996. I 
I 

Here's my check or money order for $12.00! 
_Yes, I'd like to join the NOPA! Here's my check or money I 

I order for $12.00 for the 1995-1996 year! I 
I Name: I 
I Address: I 
I City: Zip: I 
I Telephone: I 
I Ratings: I 
I Cut out and mail to: I 

NOPA 
I ~~~~ I 
L Bismarck, NO 58502 I _________________________ .....J 


